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SEE — —— Sa 
TO READERS OF THE “ UNIVERSALIST.” 


The present number completes the first volume of this work, and 
redeems the pledge of its respective editors, ‘To the readers of the 
* Universalist,” much gratitude is due, for the patronage they have 
given, and the more than usual promptitude with which its terms 
have been observed. The receipts for the work have been more 
than sufficient to defray the expense of its publication, although in 
its transfer to the present publisher, he sustains considerable imme- 
diate loss. This individual burden, he confidently believes, will be 
removed in due time, by disposing of the extra remaining copies in 
his possession. 

The removal of the present publisher was not expected at the 
commencement of the publication; his exertions were therefore 
pledged with the fullest conviction that no important change would 
occur, either in the conduct or location of the work. His removal 
at the end of the first quarter, and the anticipated simultaneous re- 
moval of Rev. Mr. Lisher, rendered its transfer both proper and 
indispensable. 

At the conclusion of the second quarter, the more than probable 
removal of Rev. J. S. Thompson, who had hitherto been the efficient 
editor, induced the subscriber to resume the property and conduct 
of the work. He was prompted to this measure by the sole considera- 
tion of public duty, as the suspension of the work would defraud the 
subscribers, and sacrifice the reputation of the respective editors. 
The surplus avails of the paper bave been suffered to remain in the 
hands of its former publisher; and the only remuneration for his 
time and labour which the undersigned ever expects, is the satisfac- 
tion of reflecting, that as far as respects the continuation of the pa- 
per, his pledge to the public has been fully redeemed. The only 
regret felt, is, that those labours have fallen far below the wishes of 
him who has exerted them, for the benefit of truth, and the edifica- 
tion and comfort of his brethren. 

To the editors of various public journals, as well as of those par- 
ticularly devoted to the propagation of Universalism, and who have 
constantly furnished their papers in exchange, the editor feels the 
most sensible obligations. The more so, as he has thereby been 
assured, that the doctrine of universal grace, purity, and happiness, 
is Shedding its holy and heavenly influence over every section of our 
beloved country, and receiving the support and encouragement of 
the liberal, the wise, and the good, of all classes and of all pro- 
fessions. 

The title of this paper will hereafter cease, and that of “ THE 
HIERALD OF SALVATION” be substituted in its place. From sixteen pages 
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it will be reduced to eight, published as heretofore semi-monthly, and; 
instead of its former price, it will be furnished to subscribers at onE 
DOLLAR er year. 

The first No. of “ The Herald” will be sent to our present sub- 
scribers, who will be considered as our patrons, unless such papers 
are returned within thirty days. For all papers transmitted into the 
country, we shall expect pay at the end of six months, or on the 
reception of the ¢we/fth number. 

Any person who pays for five copies, shall receive a sixth gratis, 
and so on in proportion for any number. 

It will be perceived, by the subjoined notice, that the joint labours 
of the Rev. Prvr Morss, and the subscriber, will be directed to the 
superintendance of the work; and the assurance of the assistance 
of several men of science and literary taste, induces the pledge that 
the subject-matter will be various, and such as shall comport with 
the objects of a work, open to every candid correspondent, whether 
friend or foe, and directed to the advancement of primitive Christian 
truth, social order, and individual hafifiiness. 

S. R. SMITH. 


Editors who insert the following, and forward their papers, will 
receive * The Herald” in exchange: 
“THE HERALD OF SALVATION” 
Will be published at Philadelphia, semi-monthly, containing eight 
pages octavo, and constituting a volume of nearly 200 pages, at 
one dollar per year, payable by city subscribers, in advance, and in 


six months by those in the country. 
The work will be conducted by the subscribers, and devoted to 


the promotion of the doctrine of impartial grace and salvation—the 
illustration of the sacred scriptures—and the defence of the uncorrupt- 
ed principles of christianity, and moral virtue. Religious intelli- 
gence will be sought and presented, and brief and interesting extracts 
inserted, with a view to public edification, moral instruction, and the 


advancement of the empire of Christ. 
S. R. SMITH, 
PITT MORSE. 


TO THOMAS LOUNSBURY, 


Pastor of the First Presbyterian Congregation, Ovid, (NM. Y.) 
Sir,—I have received from the hand of a friend, a Sermon, or 
rather Tract, bearing your name, and entitled “ Universalism, or 
the Rich Man and Lazarus.” The tone assumed in that discourse, 
the conclusions from false premises, and absurd arguments, and, 
above all, your unwarrantabie ignorance of the doctrines you oppose, 
render some reply suitable, if not necessary. In the dedication of 
our discourse, p. 3, you say: 
‘< In this discourse it has been my aim to take a calm and dispassionate view 
of the subject under consideration; to give a clear exhibition of truth, and 


adduce some of the evident consequences that result from error.” 
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After reading this pledge of the ‘ calm and dispassionate’ man- 
her in which you would treat the subject, who could expect the fol- 
lowing illustration of the way in which you eve treated it? 

‘On the supposition that universal salvation is true, it can be easily shown, 
that all the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, nay, the whole cloud 
& witnesses whose deeds of renown are celebrated in the 11th ch. of the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, were utterly destitute of common sense, or common hones- 
ty.” Note, p. 11. 

Nin very calmness you rant in this manner, what torrents of bom- 
bast, extravagance, avd blasphemy, might we not expect, should 
your passions once obtain the control of your sober judgment? Pray, 
sir, for your own sake, keep yourself as disfassionate as possible, 
test your friends should blush for your folly; for I assure you the 
Universalists are equally unmoved by your calm view of their doc- 
trine, and ynawed by the terrors of your wrath. 

You assume, in the commencement of your sermon, the very 
thing in dispute, viz. that the text Luke xvi. 22, 23, is a real 
history of the situation of two individuals in another state of exist- 
ence. You will not even pretend that any thing in the context 
necessarily refers to another mode of being, and you can hardly sup- 
pose that the Saviour should draw the illustrations of his reproofs 
for covetousness from the oriental philosophy, with a view to prove 
it true. Now, the very reverse of this seems to be the fact—instead 
of quoting the prevailing philosophy to prove any thing in relation 
to a future state, he uses it to illustrate a situation of the present. 
You were probably not apprised that Archbishop ‘Tillotson says, 
“Ti some ancient cupies, ’tis ushered in with this preface: dnd he 
sfake a frarable to his disciflee——A certain rich man,” &c. This 
venerable prelate a.so observes,* “ that it is not a history, the re- 
semblance between it and others of our Saviour’s parables will easily 
convince any man that is not contentious.” These are collaterat 
evidences of its being a parable; and from the uniform custom of 
Jesus, when addressing the Jews, we infer it to be one. He had in 
the preceding verses already spoken several parables, the last of 
which, “ He that putteth away,” &c. refers to the readiness with 
which the ministry-of John was received, and shows the absurdity 
of assuming a new dispensation, while a previous one was obligato- 
ry uponthem. Having therefore referred to the gospel, it was na- 
tural for him to advert to the consequences of their rejection of that 
covenant, and its consequent adoption by the Gentiles, who were 
relatively in the most wretched state of spiritual poverty. For this 
purpose, the general doctrine of the oriental philosophy was used— 
not surely to prove it true, not to give a meaning to a common 
scripture word—dut as descrifitive of the temporal and religious con- 
dition of Jews and Gentiles, 

The death of the poor man is the removal of his previous heathen 
errors, aud the ministry of truth placed him reclining at the gospel 
feast, on the breast of Abraham. The abrogation of the law was as 
death to him who had lived under it, and by it—and his torments 
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* We are indebted to the ‘ Universalist Magazine’ for this quotation. Ep. 
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are the sense of rejection from God, the want of his former privi- 
leges, and fear lest all resource should be cut off. The gulf is that 
counsel of God by which “ blindness in part is happened to Israel 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall 
be saved.” Thus much for the parable: we now notice your par- 
ticulars. And 

1. ** A defence of the subject,” as exhibited by you. 

The Bible, you say, ‘‘ contains a code of laws, by which all moral agents 


who dwell on the earth are to be regulated in their conduct, and by which their 
eternal destinies will finally be decided.” p. 7. 


That the Scriptures contain laws for the government of moral 
agents, is a most precious truth; but it does not appear that the 
eternal (by which you no doubt mean endless) destinies of man are 
to be decided by this rule. Here you have again taken for granted 
what you were bound to prove, and what you must prove, before 
you are entilled to credit, when you say the eternal destinies of men 
are decided by their conduct. In this you are as far from the doc- 
trine of your denomination as from Universalism, and betray equal 
ignorance of the principles of both. 

Speaking of the sanctions of the divine law, which you conducted 


as though some denied any sanction attached to it, you say, 
‘* These sanctions are eternal life and eternal death.” 


I can scarcely indulge you with the belief, that you were ignorant 
enough to think you were authorised to make this statement. In 
your note, you quote Rom. vi. 23, “ The wages of sin is death.” 
By what magic have you discovered that this is eternal death, or 
that the gift of God is the payment of a moral debt incurred by the 
Deity in consequence of obedience? 2 Thes. i. 7—9, is next quote 
ed; but the context could no more authorise your construction o 
this passage, than any other which could be imagined. It considers 
the primitive christians in a state of persecution, and simply assures 
them that judgments awaited their persecutors, at which time the 
believers should enjoy vest. We well know that all persecutions 
originated with the Jews; and by comparing this text with Matt. 
24, 29, 31, 34, and this agaio wit! Matt. 25, 46, you will perceiye 
that your application of these passages is unwarranted. 

Again, same page, you introduce the rich man and Lazarus as 
proof of your construction respecting the divine sanctions; which 
sanctions you had assumed in order to justify your construction of 
the parable. This is arguing (if it can bear the name of argument) 
in a circle with a witness. Should an Universalist be guilty of such 
weakness, he would be held up to merited contempt; nor shall their 
opposers escape with impunity, unless their infatuated admirers 
grow blind in the same ratio that such arguments are impudent. 
What you have said respecting “the voice of nature’”—* the dic- 
tate of every rational mind. that there is a difference between virtue 
and vice,” is merely beating the air. No man doubts that there is a 
real difference between virtue and vice. But you say, “ it is a dice 
tate equally common and irresistible to all who think aright, that 
virtue and vice will hereafter meet with awards infinitely diverse.” 
It is then only those who think aright, to whom the dictate is com- 
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mon, that awards infinitely diverse will hereafter be dispensed. And 
do you call such assumptions, arguments! And if they were, who 
is judge whether such thinking is thinking aright? Iam aware that a 
few religious despots have for a long time determined what was 
right thinking; but in this age it requires more than usual weakness 
or presumption to arrogate infallibility. What if all nations, how- 
ever barbarous, have believed in future faunishment, even that is not 
necessarily endless; nor is it seen that the mere belief of barbarians 
is any particular proof of any thing but their barbarity. And it is 
matter of serious regret, that the christian religion should be encum- 
bered with these remnants of heathen philosophy and barbarism. 

Again you say, p. 8, 

** Conscience anticipates, conscience forestalls the sinner’s doom. If scripture 
had been silent, if nature had never spoken, yet would conscience be an irrefra- 
gable argument for the future punishment of the wicked.” 

Conscience, sir, never anticipated what was not an object of faith, 
and as you had just told us that the most barbarous nations believed 
in future misery, their consciences might anticipate it. But the 
conscience of a heathen never /orestadled the future and endless 
punishment of which so much is said in modern times. No, sir, 
they had no notion of any state, answering to your hell, and it has 
remained for christian professors to magnify the miseries of damna- 
tion to the last possible degree of aggravation. Thus, sir, it will 
appear, that neither “ the scriptures, the voice of nature, mor the 
dictates of conscience,” when uncorrupted by the unnatural dogma 
of endless misery, concur in asserting the future endless misery of 
any man—much less as a mere consequence of actions performed 
here. 

2. You say, p. 9, 

** We proceed now, in the second place, to exhibit some of the difficulties 


which inevitably present themselves, if we abandon the ground that has already 
been taken and defended.” 


1. You first inference is, 


‘- These things must be as they are representec in the foregoing part of this 
discourse, or God must be charged with designedly deceiving the greatest part 
of the human race.” 


This is indeed the assumption of a consequence much to be de- 
precated, and one that should not be admitted on siight or doubtful 
evidence—but what is the evidence on which you rest this important 
assertion? Here it is, if it can be called evidence: 

‘* It is undeniable, that by far the greatest number of those who in past ages 
have read the word of God, have been deeply impressed with the belief, that 
the rich man was cast into hell-fire, from which he could never escape ; and 
that Lazarus was raised to a heaven of happiness, which he could never lose.’? 

Well, sir, suppose all this be admitted, does it follow that there 
could be no mistake in these opinions? For you should recollect, 
that these same believers in Ael/-fire, from which there is no escape, 
as generally and as piously believed, that the clergy had power and 
authority to draw on an immense fund of sufererogatory works, and 
apply them to the benefit of whom they pleased; and thereby to 
rescue sinners from this fiery region. Now were I to infer, that 
God had imposed a fable upon mankind, merely because I should 
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not be able to prove this dogma of popery, every man of sense would 
perceive I had accused God foolishly ; and the same may be said of 
your inference, it being founded on no better authority. Who is it 
then, sir, who charges the Deity with deception ? 

2. Your next inference is, 

‘* If the foregoing representation of this subject be not true, then God is 
chargeable with so constituting our nature as to produce an uniform deception 
in relation to this important matter,” &c. 

All the evidence which has been, or can be adduced in favour of 
the opinion that the doctrine of endless misery is impressed on the 
human mind, is derived from heathenism, and from the corruptions 
of christianity by heathenish opinions. The ancient Hebrews do not 
appear to have had any such notion; nor does a sentence of the Old 
‘Testament convey such an idea. Did Jesus come to establish hea- 
thenism, or to fulfil the law, the promises, and the prophets? 

3. Your last inference is, 

‘*If the above representation be not true, then God is further chargeable 
with implanting in our bosoms a principle solely designed to deceive every in- 
dividual of Adam’s lost race,” &c. 

No, sir, this is a material error. If the doctrine of endless misery 
in hell-fire, for which you have contended, be not true, (and, if it 
was, you would have been furnished with better arguments) it will 
only follow, that some heathens, and some professing christians, 
have carried the deception “ so far as to make them drink by anti- 
cipation of the cup of damnation.” 

3. Your third proposition is thus expressed, p. 10: 

“ We come now, in the third place, to exhibit some of the absurdities which 
arise from adopting that system, which teaches, that wicked men are not 


punished in eternity.” ' 
1. Your first in consequence, on the supposition that Universalism 


is true, is, “* Zhe Bible is a book of riddles throughout.” ‘The follow- 
ing are your assumptions in support of your riddle consequence : 

‘‘ The Bible, from beginning to end, gives us to understand, that God is 
greatly displeased with sinners; while, on the other hand, he approves of the 
character of the righteous.” ‘If, however, the wicked are not punished here- 
after, but meet with the same awards with the righteous, it must not be under- 
stood that God approves of the righteous any more than he does of the wicked.” 

I have ali along doubted whether you had any idea of God that 
was worthy of his nature and character, and you have here given 
evidence that you have not. Is Goda being of infinite goodness? 
And if he is, can virtue fail of being approved by him, or Vice of 
being disapproved? And if virtue be performed /ere, cannot the 
Deity approve it here; and if vice is committed in this life, can it 
not be disapproved in this life? Or is it your opinion, that a good 
being cannot approve a good action until some future time? Study, 
sir, the riddle, how you could have supposed a good being came to 
be under obligation to postpone his approbation of a good action to 
another mode of existence, before you talk of Universalism making 
the bible a book of riddles! 

‘‘ Again, the Scriptures universally speak of the wicked as ‘ enemies of the 
Lord, haters of God,’ &c. How can they be enemies of the Lord, and haters 
of God, who are forever to enjoy the beatific vision of his foce ?” 

You must have been a yery rare exception to the doctrine of total 








To Thomas Lounsbury. $81 


depravity, or your own experience would have enabled you to an- 
swer the question! Were you never a “ hater of God,” or have 
you never seen those who were, whom you now hope may hereafter 
“ enjoy the beatific vision” of the divine countenance? 

You add, 

**T shall present but one case more to illustrate this subject: Our blessed 
Saviour exhorts his hearers to strive to enter in at the straight gate, and to pursue 
the narrow way that leads to life. One of the reasons which he assigns for 
giving such direc‘ion is, that the gate is wide, and the way broad, which leads 
to destruction, and many go in thereat.” 

From this you infer, * if the wicked are not punished hereafter, 
there cannot bea word of truth in all this.’ And why not? Is there 
no difference between virtue and vice—none between religion and 
superstition in this state of existence? And would you, sir, really 
exchange the principles of religion and virtue for those of vice and 
profanity, even was there no punishment hereafter? If you would, 
you are still at heart a most miserable sinner, and your profession 
of christian enjoyment as unmeaning as your arguments. 

2. On the supposition that Universalism is true, your next con- 
sequence is, that the bible “fresentation of facts is insufferably 
ridiculous,” p. 11. The facts which you enumerate, I need not 
transcribe—the desolation of the old world by the flood, and the de- 
struction of Sodom. And these facts you suppose are “ insuffera- 
bly ridiculous,” “on the supposition that wieked men are not 
punished in the eternal world.” Now the very reverse of this is 
the fact; for if they are to receive the proper and only adequate 
reward of their iniquity in anothersworld, it is even more than ridi- 
culous to punish them in this. But your remark seems to be found- 
ed in the idea that these awful visitations were no punishments, 
unless they are to be punished hereafter. Now, sir, do our laws 
suppose no punishment to those men whom they execute, even 
when the candidates for the gallows are avowedly converted, and 
declared worthy of eternal felicity? And do judges and jurors who 
award the punishment of death—does any honest man, feel it a great 
affliction, that he is permitted to escape the gallows? When you 
can answer these queries in the affirmative, it will not appear so 
insufferably.ridiculous for you to prate of the miseries of poor Noah 
and Lots as it does at present. Here you quote the apostle Jude, 
v. 7, “ Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Even this fire, how- 
ever, has not been burning since the second century of the christian 
era: and, in the use made of it by the apostle, could not refer to 
the continuation of the sufferings, but to that of the fire. It is here 
also that you have appended the note, which was referred to in your 
dedication ; at the end of which you assume the following respon- 
sibility : 

I pledge myself, whenever called upon by the public, to prove demon- 
strably, from fair and legitimate consequences, if this system (Universalism) 
be true, that Alexander the Great, the mad-cap king of Sweden, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, &c. were men of the most exalted virtue,” &c. 

Gird yourself to the task, and by your efforts sink yourself, in the 
estimation of even your friends, to your proper level—their most 
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sovereign contempt. But I perceive your drift; you are one of those 
who would “ do evil that good may come—whose damnation is just.” 

3. Your third consequence is, “ Its (the bible’s) most solemn denun- 
ciations are a shameless farce.” You assign the reason, 

‘‘If wicked men are not punished in a future state, then all those threat- 
nings and denunciations of woe to the wicked, so frequently occurring in the 
word of God, are a mere farcical trick,” &c. p. 11. 

‘This was written to convince your reader, that there was no differ- 
ence in the moral rewards of virtue and vice in this state of exist- 
ence-—a sentiment which you did not believe: for you say, p. 13, 

** Now, it is undeniable, that a uniform principle of his (God’s) government, 
is, to reward the virtuous and punish the vicious,” &c. We may witness the 


operation of this grand principle every day. The civil magistrate is constantly 
dispensing rewards and punishments in the ordinary course of human affairs. 
Rewards and punishments are also constantly dispensed in the providence of 


God, even where the power of the magistrate does not extend.” 
You have thus exonerated the scriptures from your own charge, 


and shown us that the farcical trick is played by the man who would 
bully his readers with assertions which he does not believe. Blush, 
sir, for your presumption in this instance! 

Your fourth consequence refers to the Aofes and fears which agi- 
tate mankind; but as this is but a repetition of the same general 


idea you had before advanced respecting conscience, &c. it needs no 
particular remark. 


Your fifth particular urges, that ‘if wicked men are not frunished 
hereafter, then the harmony of God’s moral government is utterly de- 


stroyed.’ It is here you admit present rewards and punishments, 
which were noticed under your ¢/ird consequence. Now, sir, does 
it follow, that because God punishes men /ere, he must eternally, 


or else his government will want harmony? He might, by such a 


course, preserve an unity of action, but it wants mora/ harmony, as 
much as that of a parent, who, because he must punish, must do it 
eternally, lest he should be inconsistent. Do you reason thus? Ik 
here leave you, with the hope that you will argue better for the 
future, by understanding both what you believe and what you oppose. 


S. R.S. 
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“HONOR TO WHOM HONOR.” 


We notice, with unfeigned surprise, the following statement in 
the “ Curist1an GuIDE:” 

“ Returning to New York, I made a tour to the West, as far as 
Buffalo, preaching the Gospel in most of the villages, which seemed to 
them as a first message. Scarcely any filace west of New Hartford had 
ever heard the doctrine of grace. Salvation by works, or frurgatoriai 
purification, afifeared to constitute the frerfection of their knowledge 
in the Gospel.” Memoir of the author, p. 56. : 

It is scarcely credible, that any man could deliberately write and 
publish, in the vicinity of New Hartford, the above invidious and 
unprecedented egotism. We most cheerfully proclaim our entire 
conviction, that Mr. Thompson’s sermons are in general elaborate 
productions of biblical research and qdassic taste. But from sources 
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of knowledge which defy mistake or decent contradiction, we do 
not hesitate to say, that the “ doctrine of grace” was intelligibly and 
systematically taught in “ most of the villages, as far as Buffalo,’ 
and one hundred miles further west, more than sEVEN YEARS before 
the name of the Rev. J. S. Tompson was known in America! His 
“ first message” was such only to himself, and he strangely fancied 
it must be so to all others! 

“ Scarcely any place west of New Hartford had ever heard the 
doctrine of grace.” This is certainly a very extraordinary circum- 
stance, especially when it is recollected, that more than seventy 
societies of Universalists, and about forty preachers, were then in 
that section of country. We could almost fancy that Mr. T. was 
becoming orthodox, as this is a language we have often heard from 
persons who supposed themselves the people of God, and that know- 
ledge would die with them! 


The ministering brethren of Mr. T. are very much obliged to 
him for this timely exjfose of their ignorance, as it may recommend 
them to the favourable notice of the public, and possibly tend to the 


establishment of the most intelligent among them. 


We congratulate our friends at New Hartford, on their admose 
miraculous deliverance, not from shipwreck or death, but from the 
still more deplorable miseries of religious ignoranges For it is ex- 
tremely difficult to conceive of any important reason why they 
should not rank with sister societies in the general doom. The same 
preachers were heard, and the same doctrinal publications were 


read, by all from Utica to Chautauque, and from Watertown to the 
state line of Pennsylvania. 


No Universalist has any idea of “ salvation by works,’® which 
materially differs from Mr. T.’s notions of that subject, That 
salvation which redeems “from all iniquity,” must have grace 


enough in it to produce works of righteousness, or it is surely no 
salvation here. 


On the subject of  purgatorial punishment,” it might be well 
for ministers of grace to ascertain when and where the Saviour and 
his apostles preached any thing definitely about it, before they ven- 
ture to be dogmatical, either for or against it. If mere assumption 
on this subject be the criterion of the doctrine of grace, the manner 
in whieh it appears in the above extract is, to say the least, a very 
graceless one. The truth is, a similar spirit to that which on a cer- 


tain occasion actuated the disciples, may still occasionally be seen, 
claiming exclusive power to cast out devils! 


We cannot conclude this article, without relating an incident of 
the late war between the United States and England: A certain 
General, in his official communication of an engagement, used the 
capital J so frequently, that the first printer of the document was 
soon under the necessity of using the smadl letter, for want of a sup- 
ply of capitals. We suggest to friend Danby the propriety of imme- 
diately furnishing himself with an additional font of that letter, if 
the memeir of the “ Christian Guide” is to be continued. Ep. Un. 
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THE CHRISTIAN GUIDE 


TO A RIGHT UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCRIPTURES, 
DESIGNED AS A 


SELECT COMMENTARY, 


Consisting of a Memoir of the Author, a copious introduction, a Harmony of 
the Evangelists, and Notes, Comments or Dissertations on all important and 
obscure passages in the New Testament. 


By Joun Samvurt Taompson, late of the University of Glasgow, St. Andrews and 
Edinburgh, Minister of the first Universalist Society, Utica, N. Y. 


This work is designed to supply the Student in Theology, and the intelli- 
gent Christian inquirer with the outlines of a regular and systematical course 
of studies in the the theory of the Christian religion. The path of theological 
investigation will be classically exhibited, and suitable references made to those 
writers who have illustrated particulars, in the most concise, perspicuous, and 
masterly manner. 


THE CHRISTIAN GUIDE is published monthly, at Utica, in numbers of 
two sheets, or thirty-two pages. The subscription is Two poLiaRs a year, or 
ONE pottan, half yearly, in advance. All persons who forward five dollars, half 
yearly, shall have six copies, but none will be considered subscribers, till 
they have complied with the conditions. 

The first volume will proceed as far as to the end of the Four Gospels, and 
will cost the subscriber three dollars. Only a small edition is put to press, the 
copy-right is secured, and, if all the edition be not circulated by subscription, 
the price will be raised to $3 50 by the author, and to $4 by Booksellers, as 
soon as the work is completed. 

As nothing has yet apneared in the form of a Commentary, by any member 
of that denomination of Christians to which the author belongs, and as the 
necessity and utility of such a work is soapparent, he humbly confides in the 
patronage of his brethren in the ministry, and of all who feel interested in the 
prosperity of pure and undefiled religion. 

ap All communications must be addressed, free of postage, ‘* Rev. John 6. 
Thompson, Utica, N. Y.” 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
PROPOSALS FOR PUBLISHING, BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


1, AN INQUIRY 
into the Scriptural Doctrine concerning the DEVIL and SATAN. 


2. AN INQUIRY 


Into the extent of duration expressed by the terms OLIM, AION, and AIONIOS, 
rendered EVERLASTING, FOREVER, &c. in the Common Version, and 
especially when applied to Punitsumenr. 


BY WALTER BALFOUR. 


In the first of these Inquiries, the chief object of the author has been to ascer- 
tain, if SATAN, or the DEVIL, bea fallen angel, or a real being? If not, 
what is the meaning of the sacred writers, in all the various texts where these 
words occur? The following is a brief statement of its contents: 

Section 1, The common opinions entertained of the Devil and Satan, briefly 
stated. 

2. Remarks on Genesis iii. showing that the serpent which deceived Eve 
was not a fallen angel. 

3. All the texts in the Old Testament, where the original word Satan occurs, 
considered 
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4, The opinion, that the Devil or Satan is a real being, with other connected 
vpinions, shown to have their origin in heathenism. 

5. All the passages in the New Testament, where the term Satan occurs, 
considered. 

6. All the passages where the original term diabolus, or devil, is used, 
considered. 

7. All the passages considered in which the terms Devil or Satan are both 
used hy the sacred writings synonymously. 

8. All the texts considered, where the Devil is supposed to be called the 
evil one, the tempter, the great dragon, the serpent, and old serpent, the prince 
of this world, the prince of the power of the air, and the god of this world. 

9. Facts stated, showing that the devil is not a fallen angel, or real being. 

10. Objections considered. 

11. Concluding remarks, pointing out the evils which have arisen from the 
common opinions entertained of the Devil and Satan. 


The principal object of the author, in the second Inquiry, has been, to notice 
in what way the sacred writers use the terms OLIM, AION, and AIONIOS, 
and to examine particularly all the texts where any of them apply these 
terms to punishment. 

Section 1. All the texts noticed, where olim occurs in the Old Testament, 
but is rendered by words which do not express or imply eternal duration. 

2. All the passages noticed, where olim is used, and rendered by words 
which convey the idea of endless duration. 

3. All the texts where olim occurs, is rendered by words which convey the 
idea of endless duration, and applied to punishment, particularly considered. 

4, General remarks on ion and aionios, as used in the New Testament. 

. 5. All the places noticed, where a/on and atonios are rendered ages, course, 
never, forever, evermore, eternal, everlasting, but which have no relation to 
unishment. ; 

6. All the places where aion and aionios are rendered world, considered. 

7. All the places where aion or aionios is used to express the duration of 
punishment, particularly considered, in whatever way rendered in the common 
version. 

8. Concluding remarks on olim, aion, and aionios, throughout the Bible, 
whether applied to God, to life, or to punishment. 


CONDITIONS.—The work shall be handsomely printed in a 12mo. volume, 
containing between 350 or 400 pages, and will be delivered to subscribers at $1 
in boards, or $1 25 bound. Persons becoming accountable for six copies, can 
receive a seventh gratis. The work will be put to press in May next, if it shall 
then appear that a sufficient number of copies are subscribed for, barely to cover 
the expense. If not, it will be abandoned. ‘Those to whom subscription pa- 
pers are sent, are respectfully requested to return an account of the number 
of subscribers. obtained, during May next, to the author in Charlestown, Mass. 

OCF Subseriptions received by the Editor of the “ Universalist,” Wood street, 
fourth door above Lawrence street. 








CHRISTIAN INQUIRER. 


We insert the following extract, with a view to the accommodation of such 
of our readers as may wish to obtain a well-conducted Unitarian paper. It is 
from the address which appeared at the commencement of the 2d volume of 
the “ Cunisrian INquineEn,” published in the city of New York, and edited 
by Rev. B. Barss: 

“ If sufficient encouragement be given, one number will be issued 
every Saturday, containing 16 pages octavo, of the present size, 
which will make two volumes a year of about 420 pages, and at the 
end of each volume, a title-page and index will be furnished gra- 
tuitously. 
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“ Religious or political intolerance, sectarian bigotry and preju- 
dice, under whatever name or form it may appear, shall be con- 
stantly exposed to public reprehension; and our utmost endeavors 
shall be exerted to promote free inquiry upon every subject con- 
nected with morals and religion, and to support, to the utmost of 
our ability, religious and civil liberty. 

“ Being fully persuaded, that truth loses nothing by the most 
rigid investigation, we shall be ever ready to hear, and read, and 
publish communications from persons of every denomination, whe- 
ther they be Jews or Gentiles, believers or unbelievers in Divine 
revelation, provided there is nothing which offends correct taste and 
good morals, and which may not affect the private character of any 
individual. It will be our object continually to promote serious and 
rational piety, pure and useful morality, divested of hypocrisy, cant, 
and ostentation, and to reverence virtue and goodness, wherever it 
may be found.” 





Effects of Visionary Religion on the pious Cowpier’s mind. 


“The progress of his malady was natural. So long as the state of 
his bodily health produced light and happy sensations, his conver- 
sation was followed by experiences full of comfort. But strength of 
mind was consumed, never to be regained, in a vain attempt to keep 
up this spiritual revelry. The stimulus, which at first was found 
sufficient to produce the desired effect, required to be augmented as 
the novelty wore off, and the imagination got jaded .Then a strife 
and agony of spirit became more and more necessary to produce 
the feelings of inspiration. Even these resources at last failed. If 
the illustration be allowable, the brilliant light, the ravishing music, 
and the exquisite perfume, could stimulate no longer. This exces- 
sive and pro onged excitement was followed by disease of the body, 
and exhaustion of mind—the spirits of the poor visionary sank, and 
his religious comforts ceased altogether, Then became apparent 
another, alas, an enduring evil consequence of his previous ecsta- 
eies. His mind, long habituated to consider them as pledges of God’s 
special favour, and of his own election and. call to salvation, when 
they were withdrawn, or, to speak more correctly, when.a state of 
strong excitement was succeeded by exhaustion, considered itself 
rejected of God, fallen from grace, and given up to a reprobate 
spirit. From this time to the day of his death, the deep gloom of 
settled despair hung over him, and he was haunted with pining re- 
grets after spiritual blessings which he believed himself to have 
enjoyed, accompanied with convictions that they were never to be 
restored, and with a soul-withering horror of eternal damnation.” » 

Quarterly Review. 





If you receive an injury, sleep at least twelve hours soundly be- 
fore you make your mind in what manner to treat it. Then palliate 
it as much as you can, and reflect well on what course will be at 
once most honourable, humane, and advantageous, in regard to it. 
Thus you will stand a good chance of acting wisely. Chr. Tel. 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN PHILADELPHIA. 


The Presbyterian congregation in Thirteenth street, Philadelphia, 
have renounced the power and jurisdiction of the Presbyterian San- 
hedrim, and now stand inthe same relation to that body as Mr. 
Duncan’s congregation at Baltimore, and Mr. M‘Lean’s at Gettys- 
burg. A mandate was issued by the Synod of the Presbyterian church, 
and delivered by two clergymen to Mr. Chambers, the pastor at 
Thirteenth street, ordering him to suspend his preaching and care 
of that church. But the congregation rebelled against the authority 
of the Synod, and determined to retain Mr. Chambers for their mi- 
nister, and so the higher powers in the Presbyterian church are left 
to ruminate on the refractory spirit of their subjects, and see them 
withdraw from under their standard. This congregation, like that 
at Baltimore and Gettysburg, reject all human creeds and confes- 
sions, considering the Bible a more certain and superior guide to 
faith and practice. We understand forty new members were added 
to this congregation at their last communion, and thirty on a similar 
occasion preceding it. 

There appears also to be rather a shaking among the “ dry bones” 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church in this city; and two Episcopal 
publications, with conflicting views and interests, are now issued in 
this place of once brotherly love, but zow religious strife andcontention. 
By the bye, the warm contention in the Friends Sogijety of this city 
is by no means abated. The rulers of the synagogues seem dis- 
posed to carry matters with a high hand, and. cast out all those who 
are not sound in the faith, or that withstand their authority; and 
these, on the other hand, are not willing to submit to their dictation, 
and be thrown over the wall, while they are equally as good, and 
think they have as much reason and scripture for their faith as those 
who have proscribed them. How matters will end, time must deter- 
mine. Reformer. 

; | —_——____} 


From the Rochester (N. Y.) Telegraph. 
GENEVA COLLEGE. 


Before the legislature acts upon the report which gives 30,000 
dollars to this institution, some circumstances connected with its 
history ought to be made public. If we are not strangely misinform- 
ed, the faculty of that institution have resorted to means to raise 
funds which are in the highest degree dishonourable. 

About two years siace, two clergymen traversed the country, hold- 
ing out the strongest lures to induce the public to patronise the 
Seminary at Geneva. It was represented to pzwrents and guardians, 
that their children could be educated at that institution upon terms 
altogether more advantageous than were ever before offered. A per- 
manent fund, it was said, was to be created, consisting of promissory 
notes, the interest only of which was to be collected. A note of 100 
dollars, upon which the maker was to pay the interest annually, it 
was solemnly agreed, should create a perpetual school-fund sufficient 
for the education of the maker’s children. These inducements, grave- 
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ly promised by reverend clergymen, succeeded beyond even the 
sanguine hopes of the projectors of the scheme. Between four and 
five thousand dollars were raised in this village, and more or less 
from all the western villages. 

Soon after these notes were given, payment of the frincifa/, instead 
of the znterest, was demanded, and suits immediately commenced 
in cases of non-compliance. And to complete the schemes of dupli- 
city, the school has been discontinued, and the children of persons 
who paid their 100 dollars have been sent home 

Such instances of deceit and extortion ought never to be practised 
upon the public with impunity. Above all, let not our high literary 
institutions be allowed to receive spoils obtained by means which 
professed adventurers would hesitate to adopt. 


WILLIAM PENN’S RELIGION. 


“ We read of the wise king of Israel, that after ail his sprightly 
songs, and pregnant proverbs, and grave discourses, he winds up 
with a single text—“ Fear God, and keep his commandments,. for 
that is the whole duty of man.” Even so, William Penn, after all 
his deep reading and reflection on that great subject, throws the 
whole of religion into two words, humiliiy and love. Those who are 
in the habit of despising a religion that is not bundled up and bloated 
with creeds and catechisms, sacraments und ceremonies, will no doubt 
think as meanly of Penn’s simple religion of humility and love, as 
Naaman did of Elisha’s simple prescription for the leprosy—*“ Go 
AND WASH.” But itis enough for us to know, that this religion, 
simple as it may seem, is from God. And it is also enough for us to 
know, that the foolishness of Ged is wiser than man.” 

Weems’ Life of Penn. 





}——__] 
CONVERSION AND EXCOMMUNICATION. 

The Montrose Examiner gives an account of the conversion of 
Messrs. James L. Gray, Freeman Park, Samuel B. Blake, Joshua 
K. Adams, and Walter Follet, of Hartford, (Pa) from the Presby- 
terian religion, to the truth of God’s impartial grace. They were 
excommunicated, because they could not read with another’s eye, 
and worship with another’s creed. | 

Also, a Mr. Luke English, of Green, (N. Y.) was converted from 
the Methodist doctrine; but he was dismissed from the church, « by 
mutual consent, unaccused and uncondemned.” Such is the difference 
between the church dealings of Methodists and Presbyterians. 

| ——____—] 

The Rev. Pirr Morse has received and accepted the invitation 
of the First Universalist Society in this city, to become their pastor, 
and has entered upon the duties of his charge. 








The present number has been delayed, with a view to the publi- 
cation of the “ Heraup,” and this depended much on the arrival of 
Rey. Mr. Morse. S. R. S. 
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